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A REVIEW

Mediocrity in Paradise
THERESE WEBER
Bad Colonists: The South Seas Letters o/Vernon Lee Walker & Louis
Becke, ed. Nicholas Thomas and Richard Eves. Durham, N.C.: Duke
University Press, 1999. xxiv & 168pp. $49.95 (doth), ISBN 08223-2257-9; $16.95 (paper), ISBN 0-8223-2222-6.

r

is common for documentary editors to defend
the writings with which they are dealing as important in some historical or social sense. Hthe author of the work is famous, or the document very old,
such a defense is easy. For less well known or more recent individuals, the editor will present a case for publication: the style of the writing is remarkable, or the
documents bear witness to significant events, or they have
value because the writer belonged to a particular, perhaps
marginalized, section of society. Nicholas Thomas and
Richard Eves, the editors of the letters of Vernon Lee
Walker and Louis Becke, make no such claims for their
subjects. Walker and Becke were "bad colonists": not bad
because they indulged in atrocious acts or suffered from
serious character flaws (although they both voice contemporary racist beliefs), but bad because they were simply
not very successful at the colonists' pursuit. Their letters
relate tales of loss, illness, sunburn, and social ostracism.
For Walker at least, the adventure of colonization proved
fatal. This very failure to succeed is offered by the editors
as a point of interest, as a counterpoint to "the confidence
of colonialism in the epoch of Stanley" epitomized in
contemporary "optimistic, blandly self-assured" accounts
of landscape and scenery.
Although the editors deliberately provide little biographical information, it is clear that Vernon Lee Walker's
death at the hands of the natives of Pentecost Island in
December 1887 was the most significant and newsworthy event of his short life. Thomas and Eves are at pains
to stress Walker's mediocrity, and he is presented here as
a failure not only in terms of the colonizing venture, but
also as a writer, in his own words "an awfully bad hand"

THERESE WEBER is completing her doctorate in documentary editing
at University College, Australian Defence Force Academy, Canberra.
Her edition ofthe journals of Georgiana McCrae is to be published in
the Academy Editions of Australian Literature series.
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!fis letters, written from 1878 to 1887, show him settling
m Melbourne, Sydney, New Caledonia, and the New
Hebrides, living and later working in the shadow of his
more successful older brother Howard, who was engaged
in trading activities in the Pacific Islands.
Walker's documents are held in the State Library of
Victoria, Australia, and Rhodes House in Oxford, but the
editors do not discuss their provenance or speculate as
to why the manuscripts of such a seemingly nondescript
person would be held in not one, but two, libraries. The
letters are in the main addressed to Walker's mother:, and
there is a strong sense of duty about them: in his apologies for not having written sooner, for the poor quality
of his notepaper, and for being generally a poor correspondent. Not much interested in describingthe local
scenery or even the wider social mores of the places
through which he traveled (all of which must have been
exotic and full of interest to his correspondents at home),
Walker tends to write egocentrically of the minor maladies and little mishaps of his life, as he struggles to gain a
fmancial foothold as a settler and trader. Hence a trip to
New Zealand is summarized in the following extract from
a letter dated 19 September 1881:
I had a long trip through New Zealand, four
months of it, and at the very worst time of the
year, nothing but rain, snow, frost and wind, I was
pretty glad to get back to warm weather again,
for I can't stand cold after living in a hot climate
for five years, "things ain't as they used to was."
In doing New Zealand you have to go through
a lot of coaching, (and some of them are days
from half two in the morning till eleven at night),
& raining and snowing is not what you may call
travelling for pleasure, I had lots of accidents and
adventures, but nothing very serious. The worst
I think was being upset in a river, whilst crossing
in a coach, the driver mistook the ford, and before we knew where we were, we were upset
coach and all in five feet of water. We managed
to save the horses and luggage, (the latter of
course soaking), but we had to leave the coach
in the river, & wait in our wet clothes two hours

for another coach, and did not reach our destination till eleven at night, without even a dry collar to put on. I was wet through for nearly three
weeks, and of course had to suffer in the shape
of rheumatism. The next time I make a trip to
New Zealand I hope that it will be in the summer months. [PAS]
Such catastrophes seem to characterize Walker's descriptions of his expeditions, providing an ironic forecast
of his last and tragic voyage. On the whole, Walker appears a somewhat passive figure who acts at the behest
of others, especially his brother Howard. As the editors
point out, 'ti]t is Howard who has the opportunity to visit
home, Howard who owns the business, he who directs
Lee to travel or not travel, to take a place or not in the
boat, and he who is married or about to be married, and
is making arrangements concerning houses, furniture, and
wallpaper" (p. 54). Lest the reader feel inclined to sympathize with this somewhat pathetic figure, the editors are
keen to underscore the unpleasant aspects of Walker's
personality, in particular his love of blood-sports and his
racist oudook.
Nevertheless, it is hard not to feel some compassion
for Vernon lee Walker, particularly when reading the last
letter in the section of the book devoted to him. Written
by his brother Howard to inform the family of Walker's
death, this letter could have been expected to comprise a
testament to his brother's life, or at the very least an expression of filial love. Instead, Howard writes of his
brother's murder purely in tenns ofhis own inconvenience
("this upsets all my plans") and blood-vengeance:
I have got two vessels placed at my disposal one
American flag & the other Danish & we intend
to go to Pentecost & get our revenge, I have got
20 volunteers here, all white men, splendid shots
& accustomed to the Islands, & I expect [an]other
20 from Noumea & being under foreign flags
no-one can interfere with us, & we will make it
hot for the natives. [pp. 74-5]
In theirinte.tpretation of Walker's letters, Thomas and
Eves show how Walker's self-image seems to collapse and
erode over time under the influence of climate and circumstance: the passivity that characterizes his letters also
shows him surrendering those aspects of self associated
with the superior colonizing race. He complains of his

skin cbangingcolor, rendering him unrecognizable to those
at home, and unfit to return. He has become so acclimated
to the warmth that he would no longer be able to live in
a cool climate.
Alongside Walker's letters, the editors have set a selection of the letters of Louis Becke. In contrast to Walker,
Becke was at one time a very well known writer of adventure stories of the swash-buckling, boys-own type,
although the editors emphasize that "[d]espite his widespread popularity at the turn of the century ... Becke is
now an almost forgotten literary figure" (p. 80). Perhaps
because of the relative wealth of biographical information available on Becke, and the inclusion of his later fictional writings on the Pacific in the editors' interpretation
of him, Louis Becke emerges a far more complex individual than the almost two-dimensional portrayal of the
passive Walker. The letters collected in this book derive
from Becke's early manhood-the first was written when
he was twenty-five years old-and were written prior to
his embarking upon a literary career. Many of his books
borrowed heavily from this time of his life, when he attempted to establish himself as a trader in the area of the
Pacific known today as Micronesia. Becke's letters, although brief and often mundane, at times (unlike Walker's)
do display a certain flair for writing, as in this description
of a hurricane that struck the Ellice Islands at 3 A.M. on 2
February 1881 and destroyed his trading station:
It was now blowing furiously the air filled with
salt spray and as I expected a change at turn of
tide I sent a little girl to crawl along on the sand
to the beach and see if the tide was coming inin a few minutes she came flying back saying.
"The sea has gone away, there is nothing but
tarevereve" (great empty space). Anticipating
something serious we ran into the big house and
the next minutes with a strange roaring sound the
sea rose up like a wall and dashed over the reef
in one mighty wave and swept up into the village, sweeping away fifteen houses like chaffthe next wave dashed into my front room and
filled it with coral rocks and sand. [po 113]
Becke's ten letters were written over a period of
nearly two and a half years from April 1880 to N ovember 1882 and, like those of Walker, were with one exception addressed to his mother. They show the young
trader's initial optimism souring as one setback followed
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another: horrific storms, disputes with the native inhabitants, shipwreck, and the collapse of his employers' trading company, as well as illness, all contribute to the
recurrent themes of failure and imminent ruin. As with
Walker, however, it is the unpleasant aspects of Becke's
character that the editors wish to stress, pointing out his
belief that to succeed in his business it was necessary to
trade unfairly and his desire on more than one occasion
to resort to violence against the natives, and contrasting
Becke's portrayal of himself in the letters as an upright
colonial gentleman with an account of his improper
marriage to a young native girl.
It should be apparent that the editors of Bad Colonists
have constructed for themselves a well-defined paradigm
in which to place their two correspondents. Thomas and
Eves acknowledge that other, more comprehensive,
sources are available for historians and anthropologists
interested in historical witnesses to the colonial moment;
that these "fragmented and semiliterate notes" provide
"merely passing glimpses." However, it is Walker's "bad
hand" and the silences and fIssures in Becke's letters that
illustrate so effectively the failure of their own enterprises,
and the dark and degenerate side of the wider imperial

culture.
Bad Colonists is a challenging book for readers seeking a conventional scholarly edition of letters. In fact, the
editors have been deliberate in not providing the usual
scholarly trappings for the documentary texts: their rationale for selecting which letters to publish goes unexplained,
the letters are on the whole unannotated, and there is no
note on the text. Instead, Thomas and Eves weave their
interpretive commentary around the letters, using the original texts as a springboard for a series of meditations: on
the materiality of the documents and the sensual experience of archival research, the contrasting ways in which
the two writers fashion themselves, and the thematic continuities between Becke's letters and his later fIctional writing. And it is clear that much of the interest in this book
lies in these editorial interpolations, the fluidity and coherence of which appear in stark contrast to the relatively
fragmentary and incomplete selection of letters.
Thomas and Eves claim that this book is a work of
experimental history. It is experimental, presumably, because of the choice of the unlikable and never-famous
Walker and the unlikable and no-longer-famous Becke as
their protagonists, and because they have preferred to
engage in subjective interpretation of the texts as opposed
to analytical or empirically driven approaches. Such approaches would, they write, be impossible to make in the
case of such fragmentary and disjunctive texts, and would
78
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miss the point about the nature of these texts:
Although such gaps and silences, disparities and
disjunctures may lead the empiricist historian to
despair, they can be exceedingly illuminating.
Rather than a homogeneous truth, the disjunctures, ruptures, gaps, and silences reveal the complexities and tensions of empire, as well as the
ways men, such as Becke, seek to represent themselves in a particular way, which changes over
time. This is not to suggest there are "no facts,"
but that facts alone cannot portray the complexities of human interactions. [po 85]
Whether or not the experiment succeeds no doubt
depends upon what the individual reader is seeking in this
book, and it certainly works well on many levels, particularly in the brilliant and wide-ranging essays that interleave
the letters. However, I remained unconvinced that a more
conventional embodiment for the letters would undermine the intellectual point of the book, as the editors seem
to imply. It is not clear, for example, whether the lack of
background information on Vernon Lee Walker is due
to the fact that there is no available contemporary evidence,
or that it simply has not been searched for. The editors
defend the dearth of explanatory notation as appropriate for the letters of Walker in the following way:
Little is known of Walker's life other than what
can be discerned from his letters. We have
avoided annotating them in a conventional way,
which would tell you what little we know about
which ships he travelled on, more about the individuals he refers to in passing, and so on. That
contextualisation is normally the business of an
editor of historical texts of this kind. The information is supposed to make particular sources
more accessible and useful, to install them like
museum relics in a well-illuminated cabinet. It is
not clear to us that knowing more about Walker's
accounts or relatives would somehow make this
correspondence into a valuable component of
"the" historical record. Admittedly, such details
supply certain facts for those concerned with, for
example, the incidents of violence that led to
extension of colonial control in the area and the
failure of small Australian businesses in the Pacific. We are not opposed to that sort of annotation in principle and have done it in other texts.
But in this case such worthy scholarship would

seem to miss the point: the "evidence" here lies
less in what Walker reports than in his haziness,
in his inability to report, in the anxiety and
epistemic murk his bad hand renders so intelligible. [po 17]
While this is an acceptable argument, in light of the
particular use made by the editors of Walker's letters in
this book, Thomas and Eves have rendered the letters less
useful for future readers for precisely the sorts of reasons they delineate in the above passage. It is not possible
for an editor to anticipate the range of uses to which an
edition might be put, and therefore to give it the broadest possible base of information would still seem to be a
desirable project. The letters become an example of an
enclosing argument, but ifless restrictively presented might
have been able to bear other burdens as well.
Of more concern is the accuracy of the transcription of the letters. While no note on the text is provided
(other than a mention that Walker's idiosyncratic end-ofsentence punctuation mark has been replaced by a fullstop), certain editorial principles can be gleaned from the
transcriptions themselves. The letters appear at first examination to be a literal transcription of the documentarytexts: misspellings and other errors appear not to have
been corrected, underlining is rendered in italic, ampersands and abbreviations have not been expanded, editorial interpolations into the text are in square brackets, etc.
Such a policy of exact transcription would seem in keeping with the interest the editors show in the artifact and
the archive, and a number of photographs are included
in the book, both of physical objects and souvenirs from
the writers' collections and of the letters themselves. Many
of these photographs the reader encounters before the
contents page is reached.
However, a quick comparison of these facsimiles
with the transcriptions shows that the principles of literal
transcription have been applied inconsistently. Photographs
of the manuscripts are provided for Vernon Lee Walker's
letter dated 18 December 1883 and Louis Becke's letter
dated 21 February 1881. These show a number of differences between manuscript and published text, whichgiven the small number of letters published-seems
surprising. For example, some superscript letters are retained in the transcription, where others are taken to the
line; underlinings are inconsistently retained or italicized;
some ampersands have been spelled out; and midsentence
capitalizations have been retained in some cases but not
in others. Some misspellings have been corrected, not all
editorial restorations have been bracketed, and omitted

words and words accidentally repeated have been excluded from the transcription which, given the editorial
interest in slips and silences, might have warranted inclusion. The letters have been reparagraphed and to a certain extent repunctuated. There are also a surprising
number of substantive differences: "part of the town"
becomes "part of town" and "the warm weather" becomes "the warmer weather" in the published version of
Walker's letter; while "greatlest" becomes "great but lest"
and "but although" becomes "although" in the case of
Becke. If these inconsistencies are present in the letters for
which photographs of the manuscripts have been published, presumably there is cause for concern about the
accuracy of the transcription in general.
Thomas and Eves worry that this book somehow
dignifies the letters by publishing them, that the editors
are "rehabilitating bad colonists. " This postcolonial paradox manifests itself in continual efforts to underscore the
deficiencies of the letters and the letter writers. As we in
the western world continue to focus our troubled gaze
on our colonial past, it is important not just to examine
the dominant discourses of imperial domination, or try
to reconstruct the absent voices of the oppressed, but to
deal also with the ordinary, unheroic traces of struggle
and disappointment that marked the lives of such men
as Vernon Lee Walker and Louis Becke. In this sense, a
work like Bad OJlonistsfills a gap, not so much in our knowledge, but in our perceptions of history. It is a pity that
the volume is so fully contained in its editorial methods
by the postcolonial anxiety I have mentioned.

Barbara Penny Kanner Award
The Western Association of Women Historians will
award $500 to the best scholarly bibliographical and
historical guide to research focused on women or gender history. The award is intended to promote the
practice of bibliomethodology and reflect the critical tools of the historian's craft as they have been
developed to provide research guides. Book-length
submissions are preferred, but substantial guides in
other forms (article or book chapters) may also be
considered. Membership in the WAWH is required.
For membership information, contact Janet Brodie,
Secretary, at janet. brodie@cgu.edu. Send three copies of prize submissions by 15 February 2000 to
Nancy Slote, 1910 4th Avenue N., Seattle, WA 98109.
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A REVIEW

Disparate Cultures in Contact
ROWENA McCLINTON
The BrainerdJournal: A Mission to the Cherokees, 1817-1823, ~Jo>:"ce
B. Phillips, Paul Gary Phillips, and Philip Viles. Lincoln: U DlVer51ty
of Nebraska Press, 1998. xx+586 pp. $55.00, ISBN 0-8032-3718-9.

~ture, theBrainerdJournal:A Mission to the C1Jero.

important primaIy source forCherokeerul-

ees, 1817-1823, is composed of notes written almost daily by two New England missionaries, Cyrus
Kingsbury and Ard Hoyt. Their contribution to Cherokee history is valuable because, other than government
accounts that parallel this same era, little litenlture survives
about these crucial years preceding forced removal in
1838-39.
As Anglo encroachment on Cherokee land ~d ~e
sources intensified in the early 18oos, Cherokee chiefs mcreasingly turned to missionaries to teach their yo~g
peopl~ English, not <:hristianity. T~ey beli~? ~~ nllS~
sionanes could proVlde ways, the arts of Clvilizatlon,
to deal with the invading frontier settlers. The first missionaries to enter the Cherokee nation to establish mission schools were the Moravians, followed by the
Presbyterians. 1 In 1817, Cherokee leaders invited New
England Congregational missionaries, spon~ored ~~ the
American Board of Commissioners for FOrelgn Missions
based in Boston, to open a mission school near presentday Chattanooga. The Brainerd Mission, or Chickamauga,
was named for the well-known New England missionary David Brainerd and lasted from 1817 to 1838, when
the
government forced Cherokees from their ances-

u.s.

tral domain.2
Throughout the early 18oos, land tenure was the most
difficult problem the Cherokees faced, and ~us the Journal discloses just how critical the years preceding removal
actually were. It was kept from 1817 to 1823, after which
the missionaries wrote of their experiences in letters to
their benefactors, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. TheseJournal entries ~ a ~other
lode for ethnographic material and for descnptlons of

ROWENA McCUNToN is an assistant professor of history at Southern

Illinois University Edwardsville. She is at work on two boo~-length
manuscripts on Moravian missionaries to the Cherokee nation.
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the dailiness of community life at Brainerd.
Because the Mission housed hundreds of Cherokee
boys and girls, visitors abounded, and naturally they told
the missionaries about encountering various Anglo pressures to abandon the southeast for land over the Arkansas River. The records reveal that whites harassed
Cherokees constandy by stealing their cattle, horses, and
hogs. Other missionary observations divulge early nineteenth-century Cherokee insights into
policymakers'
expulsion intents in the Federnl City: The Father (the president) sent plows and hoes for the Cherokees to learn the
"arts of civilization" and told the Cherokees to plant, not
hunt. 3 "Now the Father4 hands out rifles and says to us
there is plenty of hunting ground around the Arkansas
River. "5 So critical was the topic of land retention that
Second Principal Chief Charles Hicks told the missionaries that "many of the people are very anxious to receive
instruction and their anxiety is increased from the conviction that their very existence as a people depends upon
it" (p. 73). Yet many other parents thought it futile for
their children to receive an education because "white
people were determined to have the country" (p. 95). But
the Journal relates that Cherokee leadership remained firm
in its conviction to retain its historic terrain: "Cherokee
chiefs appear determined not to part with their land on
any conditions" (pp. 9, 386).
The Journal also mentions that the Cherokee National
Council along with Principal ChiefPathkiller demanded
that Cherokee children stay in the Mission until their
schooling met missionaries' satisfaction. Concerned about
getting Cherokee youth educated, the Cherok~ National
Council forbade any child to leave school Wlthout the
permission of the missionaries or else be fmed. Schooling was free to the Cherokees so long as they obeyed
Cherokee law. One Cherokee mother, desperate to stay
within Cherokee legalities, used a rod to punish her child,
who did not want to stay at the Mission any longer. Corporal punishment, a European innovation, was rare
among Indian peoples.
Exacerbating additional tensions was missionary presence in general. Their living in the Cherokee nation led to
factionalism, because Cherokees relayed misleading infor-

u.s.

mation and hearsay that added the needed fuel to cause
dissension in Cherokee nmks. The missionaries reported
that a few Cherokees claimed that they would not send
their children to Brainerd Mission because Second Principal Chief Charles Hicks benefited financially according
to the number of children enrolled.
Dividing the nation even further were the malevolent rumors floating throughout the Cherokee community about the Congregational missionaries. Some
Cherokees believed that missionaries would kidnap their
children. The Journal also reveals how Cherokees circulated other deceptions about Brainerd through the following story: A few Cherokees spread lies about the
school and reported that many of the Mission's children
remained sick most of the time. Attributing the stories to
Satan, the missionaries attempted to frustrate the effects
of misinformation since they were always concerned with
their reputation in the Cherokee nation. Often the Journal
recounts that the missionaries reiterated Cherokee leaders' confirmations: They are "throughly convinced of the
truth and excellency of our most holy religion" (p. 198).
In reality, strain and stress in Cherokee society persisted
and thus complicated and impeded the "civilizing" process. While the entries reveal missionary empathy for the
Cherokees and observations of Cherokee culture, many
of the accounts actually deal with missionary health problems. They contracted numerous ailments; details about
methods used to cure them are abundant throughout the

Jatmal.
Additionally, the missionaries were ethnocentric and
aired their feelings of superiority toward the Cherokees.
As a polygamist society, the Cherokees naturally had marital
values and practices different from those of the missionaries. Frequendy, the missionaries viewed Cherokees as
"whore mongers and adulterers God will judge" (p. 47).
The "civilizers" disclosed their dismay and intolerance for
Cherokee customs such as Cherokee Ball Play, "heathen"
events that have no place in "civilized" society. As agents
of change, they were intractable against students who were
absent due to Ball Play. One Tilman Rose, who had the
longest tenure of all students and spoke good English,
merited expulsion because not only had he attended Ball
Play but he had led others to do likewise. Inadvertendy,
the Journal unveils the perseverance of Cherokee tntditions
even when Cherokee leaders and missionaries alike were
attempting to rid Cherokees of time-honored customs
in order to attain Anglo respect.
Such prejudice on the part of the New England missionaries, however, went a long way toward preventing
more Cherokees from being baptized. The Journal dis-

closes that out of more than three hundred students who
attended the school off and on during the five years from
1817 to 1823, only eleven joined the Mission church. The
diaries report that the most notable Cherokee student
converts were John Arch and Catharine Brown,6 both of
whom served the Mission as interpreters. Additionally,
since they found the Mission's "civilization" program
friendly substitutes for Cherokee customs, these two pupils embraced Christianity and the "arts of civilization"
and urged others to follow the same paths.
Furthermore, "civilizing" Cherokees meant making
them into whites by ridding them of traditional wayschanging males from hunters into farmers and girls from
agriculturalists into weavers and spinners. In order to execute the "civilization" process, the Mission contained
more than one hundred American people by 1823, and
consisted of forty buildings: a storeroom (dry goods
store), gristmill, sawmill, looms, and blacksmith shop in
addition to a church and houses for missionaries and students. The Journal's numerous diary entries reveal generous gifts to promote the Mission's "civilizing" aim, mainly
from New England patrons, who often sent money and
supplies. The latter consisted of various items such as
books and tracts, combs, stocking yarn, needles, silk, and
ink stands. Money was used to buy horses, hire blacksmiths, and build cabins. Frequendy the missionaries recorded how Cherokee chiefs, Charles Hicks and
Pathkiller, continually praised the Mission because of its
"civilizing" influence in the Cherokee nation.
This carefully edited edition of 1be BrainerdJournal is
an enlightening aperture into early nineteenth-century
Cherokee culture. The Journal itself is complemented by
introductory chapters, endnotes, a geographical index,
and student biographical sketches. The editors chose to
edit according to prevailing standards for documentary
editors: intrude as little as possible into the original manuscript. They recorded crossed-out text, permitting the
missionaries' original thoughts to be read and thereby
imparting finer detail. For instance, the reader can discern
how a sickness, scrofula, particularly rampant among
Cherokees, affects the body: one of his legs was "afflicted
with lameness ... occasioned by white swelling" (p. 230).
Available to researchers until recendy only in microfilm or in the original manuscript at the Houghton Library
at Harvard, this thoroughly annotated transcription of the
Journal will appeal to ethnohistorians, historians of the
Early Republic, religious scholars, and a general audience.
Since parts of the Journal pinpoint disparate cultures in
contact, a subject of national concern, case studies can be
extrapolated for college or secondary classroom use.
December 1999/noCUMENTARYEDITING
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What makes this work particularly significant is that
coeditors Gary Phillips and Philip Viles are direct descendants of the Mission's first superintendent, the Reverend
Ani Hoyt, and Assistant Principal Chief George Lowery.
Along withJoyce Phillips, they have contributed gready
to our understanding of a bygone eta. This Journal sheds
remarkable insight into a time when Anglo opportunism
went unbridled, and Americans backed by an aggressive
government looked upon indigenous people as obstacles
to progress and "civilization.»
All that remains of the Brainerd Mission today is the
Brainerd cemetery, flanked by a shopping center and an
asphalt parking lot, along Brainerd Road in present-day
Chattanooga, near Chickamauga Creek, the northern
border of the ancient Cherokee nation. Cherokee visitors
frequent the cemetery, maintained by the Chickamauga
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
one of few structural reminders of their past.

Notes
1. In 1801, the Unity of the Brethren, or the Moravians,
established Springplace Mission, a site in present-day northwest
Georgia. Springplace Mission closed in 1833, when Georgia citizens
took Moravian dwellings by force due to an 1832 Georgia land
lottery. For infonnation about the Springplace Mission, see Rowena

McClinton, "The Moravian Springplace Mission Among the
Cherokees at Springplace, Georgia" (ph.D. dissertation, University
of Kentucky, 1996); William Gerald McLoughlin, Cherokees and
Missionaries: 1789-1839 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984);
and the Reverend Edmund Schwarze,Histury oftheMoravian Missions
Among Southern Indian Tribes ofthe United States (Bethlehem: Times
Publishing Co, 1923; reprint, Grove, Oklahoma: Stauber Books,
1999).
In 1804, the Presbyterians started a mission school near
present-day Maryville, Tennessee, and Cherokees closed it in 1810
because the headmaster, the Reverend Gideon Blackburn, traded
whiskey with southeast Indian tribes, an illegal business.
McLoughlin, "ParsonBlackhurn's Whiskey,"Journal ofPresbyterian
History 57, no. 4 (Winter 1979): 427-45.
2. For a defInitive study of the Brainerd Mission, see Robert
Sparks Walker, Torchlights to the Cherokees (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1931; reprint, Johnson City, Tennessee:
OvermountainPress,1993).
3. President George Washington and Secretary of War Henry
Knox established the first official U.S. Indian policies, whereby the
government sponsored missionary efforts and sent Indian agents to
various tribes with "civilization" tools such as hoes, plows, spinning
wheels, and looms.
4. James Monroe.
5. 1beBrainerdJournal, 60, hereafter cited by page number in the
text.

6. For a defInitive study of Catharine Brown, see Rufus
Anderson,MemoirofCatharineBrown:A ChristianIndianoftheC1Jerok£e
Nation (Boston: Crocker and Brewster, 1825; reprint, Signal
Mountain: Mountain Press, n.d.).

Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents
March 2000
Contingent on funding, the twenty-ninth annual Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents will be held 19-24 June 2000
in Madison, Wisconsin. Joindy sponsored by the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), the State
Historical Society ofW1SCOnsin, and the University of WISCOnsin, the Institute will provide detailed theoretical and practical instruction in documentary editing and publication.
The Institutes have been extraordinarily productive, providing training to more than 450 participants to date. Of these 68 are
heading or have headed important documentary publication projects and many others have worked as full-time historical editors.
Institute graduates also include college and university faculty, editors of state historical publications and staff editors of other
publications, archivists, manuscript librarians, government historians, and graduate students from many universities. The 15-18
interns meet every morning and most afternoons for lectures and presentations by experienced editors. Three resident advisors will
be available for consultation during the tenn of the Institute.
The 2000 faculty and their topics are Michael Stevens (State Historical Society of Wisconsin), introduction to documentary
editing; RichardL. Leffler (Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), transcription; Esther Katz (The Margaret
Sanger Papers), document selection, promoting an edition, and fundraising; Robert Rosenberg (The Papers of Thomas A. Edison),
annotation and electronic editions; John P. Kaminski (Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution), indexing; and
Nancy C. Essig (University Press of Virginia), publishing an edition. Katz, Leffler, and Rosenberg will serve as resident advisors.
There will be no charge for tuition. Single accommodations for the interns are provided at no cost in the Wisconsin Center
Guest House on the University of Wisconsin campus. The Guest House, which is run much like ahotel, is two blocks from the
State Historical Society, where the daily meetings are held.
Application to the Institute is competitive, with numerous applicants every year from all over the country. Further infunnation
and application forms are available from the NHPRC, National An:hives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 20408;
phone (202) 501-5610; e-mail: nhprc@arch1.nara.gov; The application deadline is March 15,2000.
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